Integrity in campaigning - Letter to the Editor: 23 Nov 2006: Letter written in response to false and misleading campaigning attributed to the Liberal and Labour Party ahead of the Victorian State election.

Integrity in campaigning 

Elections are an infrequent and invaluable opportunity to choose our politicians and the values they carry. 

Victoria faces major challenges from global warming induced drought and water shortages, and the social and economic disruption they will bring to our homes and families.

What politicians and their parties do matters.  Their actions during elections are a window to the values and ethics they carry between elections.

As 2004 Victorian Green Senate Candidate, it was little surprise that after Labour’s preferences elected Family First and delivered conservative control of the Senate, that the onslaught on working people, students and women would slice through many of the progressive values both Labour and Liberal once stood for. 

With many misleading claims about preferences being made from those who should, and probably do, know better, it is vital that voters realise how important their vote is in deciding who they elect. 

Voters should not be fooled by new found promises of those claiming to be green, while having acted anything but.  If candidates and political parties cannot retain integrity during their election campaign, their election will invariably deliver disappointment to Victorians needing and deserving better. 
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