THE GREENING OF THE GARDEN CITY

Serving as Melbourne City Council’s first Green Councillor has been more demanding and rewarding than I could have ever expected.  

Writing this before the close of polls is a good time to reflect on what, with the support of a majority of my colleagues, the Greens have been able to achieve. 

ECOLOGY

The establishment of a $5 million Environment  Trust Fund to help residents and businesses to improve the sustainability of the City. 

While the creation of an 'energy demand unit' as passed by Council was not implemented  by the administration  as a stand alone entity, energy savings in the order of $250,000 are estimated for the next financial year, through energy savings of up to 17% in-house.  MCC recently won the 2001 award for best local, state or federal government  operation by the Sustainable Energy Authority.

MCC is Australia’s first Council to reach the Cities for Climate Protection Milestone 5 in achieving greenhouse gas emissions.  MCC has the most ambitious targets of any Australian Council.

As a Director of the Western Regional Waste Management Group, which is responsible for Melbourne's western suburbs, I am promoting the principles of Zero Waste. As a Director of the MAPS purchasing group, I am promoting environmental sustainable alternatives for other Councils to buy. Council has targets to cut energy use by 30%, paper use by 25% and rubbish output by 75%. Under my advocacy, Council has contracted with Pacific Power to purchase wind power from its Western Victoria generator.

As Chair of the Environment, Community and Cultural Development Committee, the Royal Park Committee, and Convenor of ‘Growing Green’ Melbourne is going green!   ‘Growing Green’ is creating a 50 year plan for greening the city. Work in Royal Park is advancing on indigenous plantings, wetlands planning, and community involvement in the Australian Native Gardens.  Following my request last year, over $100,000 in water savings have been made by wiser use and xerophyte planting.

The Melbourne-wide Metropolitan Environment Forum  is established, with local government , environment and community representatives meeting regularly .

DEMOCRACY

We initiated 'Peoples Forums' in the Council Chamber, which allow citizens to take the seats normally occupied by Councillors, to raise issues, and to discuss issues with the Councillors as a group. 

I successfully argued for Council to dramatically reduce its reliance on confidential sessions for Council decisions. The votes and comments of Councillors are now automatically put on record.

While Chair of the Environment, Community and Cultural Development Committee, Council committed  to a 12 month open process of information sharing on drug and related social issues, with a comprehensive ‘Drugs Action Plan’ evolving from that process.  Fatal overdoses subsequently halved.

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

I successfully argued that retaining in-house services provides benefits by maintaining a stronger and more personal relationship with our community.   I successfully argued for bringing more engineering services back in-house, and for greater maintenance of staff levels while opposing the large wage inequalities amongst staff.

As a member of the VLGA Gambling Working Group, I contributed to changes bringing greater control to local communities, advances on measures to reduce problem gambling and engaged the MCC in Melbourne wide research on gambling and its effects.

As Chair of Metropolitan Transport Forum, I initiated the public transport forums 'Getting Public Transport on Track' and 'Creating Transport Choices'.  The MTF, with broad local government, State Government representation and community involvement significantly increased its involvement and profile in the last two years.

 

MCC has implemented a Green Transport Plan to cut car use by staff and introduce LPG cars.  Council is working with Environment Victoria to help other city workplaces do the same.  I personally initiated and helped negotiate a Council scheme for staff to purchase discounted annual MET tickets, payable over the year by payroll deduction.  Over 100 staff now use this system.  Combined event and discounted public transport tickets are now a reality for some AFL clubs.

The newly established Inner City Social Housing Trust I Chair is committed to build high quality environmentally sustainable housing.  With $1M seed funding from MCC, the Trust facilitates and partners developments that will reverse the loss of diversity of Inner Melbourne housing.

I proposed Council require 'whole of life' costing for residential and other developments, so that better design and insulation etc. reduced the running costs of buildings for tenants.  Green building proposals I brought to council have evolved into the Commercial Building Partnership between MCC, the Property Council and the State Energy Authority.

Triple bottom line has been adopted as Council's accounting standard.  Triple bottom line accounting takes economic, social and environmental factors into account, so that more informed decisions are made for everyone. 

As Chair of MCC's Indigenous Consultative Committee, with community support, we have introduced a welcome to country, hosted reconciliation events, maintained support for the Indigenous Arts program and worked towards establishing a meeting place in the inner City.  It is my aim in the next Council to commence genuine reconciliation by proposing Melbourne commit to negotiating Native Title discussions with local indigenous groups.

PEACE

We have supported policy stances including the right to freedom of speech for demonstrators, the right to peaceful assembly at the S11 demonstrations,  opposition to mandatory detention for asylum seekers, promotion of Fairwear principles,  reaffirmation of a Nuclear-Free policy and have done our best to keep peace with the State Government [hat one wasn’t so successful!]

As this brief reflection suggests, this first term has been extremely busy.  With the assistance of Cr. Martin Brennan and others, good foundations have been established for the greening of local government.  

I am really excited about the prospect of more of you joining with me to act locally and to make a difference in our communities.  The world is our oyster.  I suspect we are the grit.

