DAVID RISSTROM: BRING OUR TROOPS HOME NOW!

David Risstrom, Greens Councillor Melbourne City Council

I acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional land of the Kulin Nation.  For the Boonerwrung, Woiworung, Taungurong, Djajawurrung and the Wathaurung which make up the Kulin Nation. 

I thank them for sharing this land and I thank all of you for being here and standing up for justice.  

The Australian Greens

· Support the self-determination of the Iraqi people.

· Want the immediate withdrawal of Australian troops from Iraq.

· We want the Australian government to exert diplomatic pressure on all coalition governments to withdraw their troops from Iraq.

Before the war, too many people were duped by Bush, Blair or Howard in the vein hope their leaders would provide leadership.  

Many more people realise now that they were lied to. Andrew Wilkie, Greens candidate for Bennelong calls it the Axis of Deceit. Many now rightly feel betrayed.

Let’s not forget the bipartisan support for this war, or the willingness to be blind to human rights, then intervene in a country when we think there is something we can get from them.  Sharing in oil in Iraq and being bullies on the block over East Timor’s oil and Gas in the Timor Sea.

Whatever the military situation, the economic occupation of Iraq will continue.  The people of Iraq will have little economic control over their economy.  

Unlike Australia, who has leaders foolish enough to trade away our interests under a US-Aust Free Trade Agreement, the Iraqi people’s economic rights have been negotiated away while under occupation. 

This is this not the hallmark of a liberating force?  It is more the sign of a colonialist, resource hungry world unwilling to place limits on what it does to get what it wants.

The people here today know real security comes from

· Security of food supply for the worlds starving.

· Security of housing and sanitation for the world’s poorest.

· Security that military might is not what determines right and wrong. 

The Australian Government’s membership of the coalition of the wilfully blind fails to further any of the things the world desperately needs.

This was always an oil war.  This is one of many resource wars that will dominate this century if we continue to squander the world’s resources.  Oil, water, land, and human potential.

The world deserves better.  Better leadership.  Leadership provided by the commonsense of the people.  

The Greens will not be silent.  There are three things we said before the War that remain true.

· The Australian Parliament should not have committed us to an illegal War on Iraq.

· The Australian Government should not have lied to us about the reasons for war.

· The Australian people should demand that their troops are brought home now.

Thank you.
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